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placed the reins of government in the hands of the aged
President Hindenburg, assigning to the party leader the
function of whipping up the enthusiasm of the country by his
oratory. But the way things turned out was less innocent than
these self-styled realists expected. The special feature of the
German development is the segregation out of the masses of a
special elite which shares the privileges of power, and the
atomization of the organized nation, which is reduced to an
amorphous mass held together in new official mass groupings.
It is the elite that actually organizes the revolutionary process;
at the same time it controls the machinery of government. It re-
presents the actual "Following" of the "Leader." Only in that
capacity is it privileged. This National Socialist elite is nothing
but the class that, in Pareto's phrase, is "arriving," forming,
independently of any doctrine, the real kernel of a revolution.
Pareto holds that a revolution is possible only when a ruling
class that has lost its strength of will and is physically decadent,
and no longer able to defend its hold of power by forcible
means, is faced by a new class that has set out to take its place.
In any case, the National Socialist revolution resembles the
process described by Pareto, the rise of a new class and the
abdication of an old one.
On the problem of the political elite, of the "ruling element
with a historic mission," the monarchists, proceeding from a
different starting-point, had developed much the same ideas as
those underlying the National Socialist enterprise of creating a
new upper class as an instrument of dominance. Some of the
monarchist groups expected themselves to become the new
upper class of the National Socialist mass movement, and their
anticipation helped in no small degree to bring into existence
the "combination" of 1933.
National Socialism, with its sharp elbows, pushed all these
lofty aspirations rudely aside. It had no need either of an
intellectual or of a social elite. L'flite, c'est moij was its attitude.